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'Clergyman  of  Century'  remembered 


;d  Since  1877 


Baptist  Hospital  in  Nashville, 
and  he  also  served  as  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Baptist  World 
Alliance. 

Sullivan  also  taught  at  MC 
and  Southern  Seminary. 

Messengers  to  the  1985 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
voted  him  Clergyman  of  the 
Century,  and  he  received  the  < 
Southern  Baptist  Convention's 
E.Y.  Mullins  Denominational 
Service  Award  in  1973. 

Sullivan  was  baptized  at 
age  11,  preached  his  first  ser¬ 
mon  at  age  16,  was  licensed  to 
preach  at  age  18,  and  ordained 
to  the  Gospel  ministry  at  age 
21  at  Tylertown  Church.  A 
graduate  of  Tylertown  High 
School,  Sullivan's  higher  edu¬ 
cation  included  a  bachelor  of 
arts  degr&  from  Mississippi 
College  (MC)  in  Clinton;  a 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local  tor  of  churches  in 
reports)  —  As  the  story  goes,  Ripley,  Clinton,  »■' '  * 

songwriter  William  J.  Brookhaven  /»**“*", 

Reynolds  wanted  to  pen  a  Tennessee,  and  Texas  Brti  v.p;  ■ 
song  in  the  early  1970s  in  but  will  be  remem-B''-:£j;)).'5:y 
honor  of  Mississippi  native  bered  by  most  for  his 
James  L.  Sullivan,  then  the  service  as  president  of  B&  * =*■'**.. 

f resident  of  the  Baptist  the  Sunday  School  B 
unday  School  Board  (now  Board.  Sullivan  was^^^^K^j! 
LifeWav  Christian  Resources)  there  during  the  tumul-  K 
in  Nashville,  and  who  would  tuous  1960s,  when  the 
eventually  be  named  nation  was  in  a  discus-  ■  - '  Vft1' '*'  ^ 

Mississippi  Baptists'  Clergy-  sion  over  race  relations. 
man  of  the  Century.  Under  Sullivan's 

Reynolds  wrote  Share  His  leadership  the  cafeteria 

Love,"  which  today  is  a  popu-  at  the  Sunday  School  BL  fyk 

lar  song  in  many  church  hym-  Board  became  one  of  the  BIT",  Sig¬ 
nals,  and  told  Sullivan  about  first  public  dining  facili- 

it.  Sullivan,  knowing  that  his  ties  in  Nashville  to 

last  name  now  would  appear  desegregate.  "He  was 

below  the  song  in  hymnbooks  attacked  from  the  left  Bit*  1  1  *** 

nationwide,  quipped,  "That's  and  from  the  right  Ion  Bit  1  1 

the  only  way  my  name  will  the  issue  of  race  rela- 

get  in  tbe  hymnal."  tions], "  said  Sullivan's  ML  .'■)?>  *  «» 

SuJJivan's  humor,  kindness,  son,  David  Sullivan 
wisdom,  courage,  leadership,  Columbus.  ^ 

and  faith  wm  remembered  dur-  Sullivan's  son  recounted  wished 

ing  a  memorial  service  Dec.  30  at  his  father’s  deep  prayer  life,  tongue: 
his  church.  First  Church,  "Our  father  taught  us  about  Reaeeir 
Nashville.  Sullivan,  who  served  prayer,"  David  Sullivan  of  Sullivar 
as  president  of  the  Baptist  Columbus  said,  adding  that  Sulliv 
Sunday  School  Board  from  1953-  "in  the  worst  of  times"  his  as  an  a 
1975,  died  in  Nashville  on  Dec.  father's  prayers  were  focused  Baptist 
27  at  the  age  of  94.  on  "praise  and  thanksgiving."  actively 

His  faith  was  the  memorial  Sullivan  also  loved  the  tional  se 

service's  dominant  theme.  "Dr.  great  hymns,  his  son  recount-  torate  ir 
James  L.  Sullivan  made  me  ed.  During  the  service  the  year  a 
want  to  be  a  better  Christian,"  congregation  sang.  O'  for  a  Southen 
First  Church  Pastor  Frank  Thousand  Tongues  to  Sing.  It  being  el 
Lewis,  said.  "In  every  conver-  was  written  by  Charles  served 
sation...  he  made  me  want  to  Wesley,  but  "our  dad  could  Tenness< 
be  a  better  Christian."  have  easily  written  it,"  David  and  as 


SBC  CP  down  for 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Southern  B 
Program  receipts  in  December  of  $14281,730.64 ■ 
the  previous  month's  total  of  $14,727,082.50,  fc 
amount  given  in  the  same  period  last  year;  a 
release  from  SBC  Executive  Committee  Pi 
Executive  Officer  Morris  EL  Chapman.  Year-to-d 


Gifts  to  the  work  of  the  Lord  through  the  Mississippi 
operative  Program  (CP)  in  2004  exceeded  budget  needs 
*194,047,  or  .63%,  according  to  Jim  Futral,  executive 
rector-treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
»ard  which  disburses  the  funds.  Mississippi  Baptists  gave  a 
tai  $31,049,018  to  CP  in  2004,  another  in  a  string  of  record 
ving  years.  The  December  total  of  $2,607,587,  which 
uhra  the  annual  CP  total  over  the  top,  was  7.07  %  less  than 
e  f|2/805,892  given  last  month,  ana  14.02%  less  than  the 
S/032,961  given  in  the  same  period  in  2003.  The  Mississippi 
fiscal  year  runs  from  January  to  December.  The  2004 
ilutefppi  CP  budget  of  $30,854,971,  was  approved  by  mes- 
agers  to  the  2003  annual  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
invention.  Messengers  to  the  2004  annual  meeting  set  the 
05  Mississippi  CP  budget  at  $31,314,491.  In  addition  to 
bine  support  more  than  10,700  missionaries  in  the  U.S. 
\a  around  the  world  through  affiliation  with  the  Southern 
lptist  Convention,  Mississippi  CP  also  helps  fund  such 
ognuns  as  the  Women's  Winter  Conference  on  January  21- 
Tat  First  Church,  Grenada;  the  State  Evangelism 
tflfecence  on  January  24-25  at  Temple  Church  West 
wwiiis,  Hattiesburg,  and  the  Hispanic  Pastors  Retreat  on 
ibfUBrv  11-12  at  Laxe  Tiak  O'Khata  near  Lousiville. 


What's  in  the 
.  Record 


up  nearly  221%  compared  to  the  same  time  fn 
said.  As  erf  Dec.  31,  2004,  the  year-to-date  tot* 
Cooperative  Program  (CP)  Missions  is  $1,00 
$45,269,709.85  received  at  the  same  point  in  21 
of  $10376,456.44  for  the  same  year-to-date 


$1,971368.29,  below  gifts  of  $12348324.73  rec 
year.  The  $4,125384.19  in  designated  gifts  n 
$122341.16  below  the  $4248,72535  of  Deceml 
2.89%.  For  the  SBC  Cooperative  Program  A 
year-to-date  total  of  $46,271,985.66  is  101.03^ 
budgeted,  or  $471,562.14  above  budget  to  suf 
ministries  globally  and  across  North  Americi 
last  fiscal  year,  Oct.  1, 2003  to  Sept  30, 2004,  Sew 
txl  a  3.64%  increase  in  CP  giving,  for  a  record  t 
The  Cooperative  Program  is  Southern  BaptisJ 
ing  missions  and  ministry  efforts  of  state  anc 
and  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


Just  for  the  Record 


Sunday  School  Lessons 


Loose  lips  really  will  sink  this  ship 


By  now  there's  virtually  no  one  in 
America  who  hasn't  heard  about 
the  tsunami  that  swept  through 
south  Asia  on  the  day  after  Christmas. 
The  bone-chilling  images  of  terrified 
people  trying  in  vain  to  outrun  the  mas¬ 
sive  wall  of  water  are  stomach-churning. 

The  United  States  was  one  of  the  first 
countries  to  respond  to  the  humanitarian 
crisis  (politically-motivated  news  stories 
notwithstanding),  and  is  providing  an 
astronomical  percentage  of  me  manpower 
and  treasure  assisting  tne  survivors  (politi¬ 
cally-motivated  news  stories  and  United 
Nations  officials  notwithstanding). 
Southern  Baptists  are  there.  They 


Editor's 

Notebook 


Indonesians,  attempting  to  protect  their  health  with  sec 


SEARCH  FOR  THE  MISSING 
ond-hand  gloves  and  makeshift  breathing  filters,  dig  through  a  massive  pile  of  rubble  to  recov¬ 
er  one  of  the  countless  corpses  in  Banda  Aceh,  Indonesia,  after  the  devastating  tsunami  roared 
ashore  there.  The  site  is  near  the  Penayung  River  that  overflowed  after  the  tsunami  and  vio¬ 
lently  swept  away  anything  in  its  way,  including  people,  dwellings  and  cars.  (BP  photo) 


included.  They  will  be  working 
closely  with  those  Southern  Baptist 

personnel  on  the  scene  to  get  into  scrutiny  of  incoming  relief  workers  contin 
areas  where  no  Christian  has  trod  in  ues  to  increase  with  each  passing  week, 
generations.  There  are  at  least  three 
ever-present  dangers  all  of  them 
face  that  should  keep  us  on  our  knees  in 
prayer  around  the  clock: 

•  Many  of  the  countries  in  the  path  of 
the  tsunami  are  overwhelmingly 

Muslim,  and  more  than  a  few  have  been  of  bread  from  the  wroni 
locked  in  civil'  war  for  many  years  with 
Islamic  extremists.  All  relief  workers, 
and  especially  those  from  religious  orga¬ 
nizations,  could  be  targeted  by  terrorists, 

•  Career  Southern  Baptist  personnel  in 

the  tsunami  countries  risk  exposure,  expul¬ 
sion,  or  worse  if  their  profiles  get  too  ele-  tion  from  px 
vated  during  this  crisis.  troops  were 

•  Southern  Baptist  volunteers  could  be  were  going  could  result  in  the 
denied  admittance  to  any  of  the  countries  acqc 
affected  by  the  tsunami.  Many  borders  able 

have  already  been  closed  to  outsiders,  and  they  reached  a  faraway  battlefield 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


We  need  to  understand  that  when  Christians  are  at  risk  all  over  the 
Christians  are  not  welcome  in  many  of  world,  we  must  be  very  careful  in  what  we 
these  countries.  As  a  television  commen-  say  or  write  about  the  relief  effort.  For 
tator  put  it  last  week,  "Some  of  these  example,  neither  The  Baptist  Record  nor 
governments  would  rather  see  their  chil-  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
aren  starve  before  they  accept  a  crumb  web  site  will  identify  the  countries  or  spe- 
of  bread  from  the  wrong  groups."  Those  cific  areas  into  which  volunteers  will  be 
"wrong"  groups  include  Christian-  and  traveling  when  doing  so  could  jeopardize 
Jewish-based  organizations.  their  safety  or  the  success  of  their  mission. 

Many  of  us  are  old  enough  to  under-  Church  and  association  newsletters, 
stand  tne  meaning  of  the  saying,  "Loose  byjletins,  websites  —  especially  web 
lips  sink  ships."  It  was  use8  extensively  in  sites  —  and  other  publications  should 
World  War  II,  and  it  means  that  informa-  be  very  cautious  in  tnis  regard,  too. 

?ople  who  talked  about  which  The  Baptist  Record  will  keep  Mississippi 
shipping  out  and  where  they  Baptists  informed  of  the  relief  effort,  but  with 
could  result  in  the  enemy  an  elevated  awareness  of  what's  at  stake.  It's 
ie  information  and  thus  being  the  least  all  of  us  can  do  to  help  guard  the 
to  sink  a  shipload  of  soldiers  before  safety  and  security  of  the  many  determined 

’  1.  f  and  dedicated  workers  and  volunteers. 
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Guest  Opinion 


Southern 
Bafitist  Convention  as  Sanctity 
of  Human  Life  Sunday.  While  I 
have  always  believed  that  all 
human  life  is  sacred  (and  even 
more  so  since  I  became  a 
Christian),  it  was  not  something 
to  which  I  gave  a  lot  of  thought. 
Maybe  I  was-  like  a  lot  of  you. 
Abortion  had  never  touched  me 
my  family  personally,  so  I 


It's  a  matter 
of  conviction 

By  Charles  E.  Davis  Sr.f  director 
Pike  Association,  McComb 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee 
Mack  Amis,  McComb 
lames  Beasley,  Crystal  Springs 
Al  Green  Jr.,  Bay -St.  Louis 
Rick  Henson,  Brandon 
Beverly  Pyron,  Natchez 
Billy  Watkins,  Madison 
Dana  Richardson,  secretary 


or  1 

didn't  give  it  much  thought 
When  my  children  were  con-  sonograms  of  each  child.  I  saw  I  began  my  journey  of  con¬ 
ceived,  my  wife  and  I  never  the  human  life  that  was  already  viction  that  all  human  life,  from 
gave  any  consideration  that  she  taking  shape.  (There  were  no  conception  to  death,  is  sacred 

sonograms  when  my  children  i 

were  conceived.)  I  could  see  the  speaks  of  Isaiah  being  formed  in 
features  being  formed  then  that  the  womb  to  be  Goa's  servant, 
would  make  them  the  beautiful  Jeremiah  proclaimed,  " 
children  they  are  today.  I  real-  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  me 
ized  just  how  special  they  were  i  ‘  ^ 
to  me  and  how  special  they  the  womb  I  knew  you, 

who  was  you  were  bom  I  set  you  apart;  I 


Check  with  our  Christian 
I  began  my  journey  of  con-  Action  Commission  of  the 
viction  that  all  human  life,  from  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
conception  to  death,  is  sacred  for  help.  They  can  be  reached 
and  special  to  God.  Isaiah  49:3  at  P.O.  Box-530,  Jackson,  MS 

.  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601) 

292-3329  or  toll-free  outside 
The  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext. 
329.  E-mail:  rwood@mbcb.org. 
saying,  'Before  I  formed  you  in  Our  God  is  still  a  loving,  sav- 

t,  before  ing,  forgiving  God.  Even  when 
we  are  wrong.  He  seeks  a  rela- 
tet  to  tionship  with  us.  We  can,  and 
should,  continue  to  seek  legisla¬ 
tion  to  protect  human  life.  We 
should  stand  up  with  fervent 
energy  for  what  is  right  —  but 
we  will  do  nothing  until  it  is  a 
matter  of  conviction  on  our  part. 
Choose  life! 


Postmaster:  Send  changes  of  address 
to  The  BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Send 
news,  communication,  and  address 
changes  to  The  Editor,  BAPTIST 
RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530,  (ackson,  MS 
39205-0530  (601)  968-3800 
Fax:  (601)  292-3330 
E-mail:  baptistrecord@mbcb.org 


would  not  carry  them  to  full 
term  and  be  bom,  regardless.  We 

never  thought  nor  were  we  con-  features  being  formed  then  that 
fronted  with  any  other  options.  i 

Even  when  the  Supreme  children  they  are  today.  I  real- 
Court  ruled  in  1973  to  legalize 
abortion  on  demand,  I  must 
admit  that  I  still  did  not  give  must  be  to  the  G< 
much  thought  to  the  matter.  I  making  them. 

remember  the  issue  of  the  I  could  see  what  the  Psalmist  the  nations'  (1:4-5  NlV).''  Before 
Sanctity  of  Human  Life  being  meant  when  he  said,  "For  you  conception  God  knew  them 
promoted  in  our  denomina-  created  my  inmost  being,  you  and,  Defore  birth.  He  formed 
tion,  but  for  a  long  time  it  was  knit  me  together  in  my  mother's  them  and  called  them  to  be  His 
not  a  strong  issue  in  my  womb.  I  praise  you  because  I  servants.  I  wonder  how  many  of 
thinking  or  preaching.  am  fearfully  ana  wonderfully  the  more  than  43  million  abort- 

My  thinking  changed,  how-  made;  your  works  are  wonder-  ed  human  beings  since  1973 
ever,  when  each  of  my  daugh-  ful,  I  know  that  full  well  (13^:13-  never  got  to  be  God's  servants? 

ters  became  pregnant  with  14  NIV)."  I  could  not,  nor  do  I,  How  could  I  have  been  so  insen-  Davis  and  his  wife  Betty,  presi- 
their  first  child.  I  looked  with  understand  how  anyone  could  sitive  for  so  many  years?  How  dent  of  the  Mississippi  Woman's 
excitement,  as  any  expectant  terminate  someone  so  precious  could  anyone  not  see  how  much  Missionary  Union,  are  members  of 
grandparent  would,  at  the  for  whatever  reason.  value  God  places  on  every  life?  First  Church,  McComb. 
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Tsunami  vivid  in  memories  of  survivors 


Banda  Aceh  and  Meulaboh  are 
that  completely  destroyed, 
there's  no  doubt  everything  in 
between  is  also  gone. 

According  to  Antonio,  conser¬ 
vative  estimates  say  half  the  pop¬ 
ulation  of  the  city  of  Banda  Aceh 
have  been  killed.  "After  what 
we've  seen,  that  really  seems  to 
be  conservative,"  he  says.  "But 
it's  not  just  here.  It  keeps  going. 
It's  everywhere.  The  devastation 
doesn't  stop.  I  can't  imagine  how 
long  it  would  be  before  anyone 
will  feel  good  about  settling  back 
in  some  of  these  places.  They 
will,  but  it  will  always  be  with 
the  fear  of  more  tsunamis." 

As  people  around  the 
world  continue  to  be  inundat¬ 
ed  with  images  of  the 
destruction,  it’s  time  to  shift 
focus,  says  Pat  (not  her  real 
name),  a  Southern  Baptist  dis¬ 
aster  relief  worker  in  the  area. 


BANDA  ACEH, 
Indonesia  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  Minutes  after 
feeling  the  earthquake 
Dec.  26,  Ibu  Tetty  was  in 
her  house  in  the  small 
village  of  Desa  Nusa, 
about  16  kilometers  from 
the  coast  in  Indonesia's 
Aceh  province. 

She  was  giving  thanks 
that  her  home  was  still 
standing,  "but  then  I  saw 
the  people  running  up  the 
hill.  'Why  are  you  run¬ 
ning?'  I  askjed  them. 
"They  were  screaming. 


BAPTISTS 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


'Water!  Water!  Run!'  There 
was  no  time  to  get  any¬ 
thing  from  the  house." 

Tne  frightened  vil¬ 
lagers  climbed  on  top  of 


homes  at  the  top  of  the  PLEA  fOR  HELP  —  Nine 
hill.  "When  the  water  Ace(1/  Indonesia,  a  woman 
came,  it  was  rolling  and  wec|oed 

rolling,"  Tetty  recalls, _ 

spinning  ' 


simply  not  enough  people  to  Aceh.  He  doesn't  understand 

dig  out  the  remains.  "IPs  like  why  his  house  wasn't  leveled 

a  huge  fist  first  smashed  in  the  tsunami.  Still,  having  a  / ^ 

down  hard  on  the  whole  area,  frame  of  a  house  left  doesn't 

and  then  a  huge  hand  stirred  make  him  lucky.  Everyone 

it  all  up,"  said  one  aid  work-  else  in  his  family  is  dead. 

er,  struggling  to  find  words.  "Whatever  they  say  the 

Throughout  the  city,  huge  death  toll  is,  in  reality  it  isr  "We  need  to 
buses,  trucks,  and  boats  lie  higher,"  he  said.  Sweeping  an  death  toll  and  g 
mangled  and  tossed  about  arm  out  to  the  rubble  of  his  the  living  —  b 
like  toys.  Shattered  fishing  community,  Yusmanto  esti-  where  our  minis 
boats  lie  in  obscure  resting  mates  as  many  as  30,000  died  be,"  Pat  says, 
places  —  atop  bridges,  along  in  the  immediate  area.  In  Aceh,  the  a 

streets  nowhere  near  water.  Intermittent  stacks  of  corpses  by  the  tsunami. 

Nearly  two  weeks  have  enclosed  in  body  bags  line  the  will  take  years, 
passed  since  the  Dec.  26  earth-  road  n^ar  his  home.  According  begin  to  arrive 
quake  shook  this  city  on  the  to  Yusmanto,  many  bodies  selfless  acts  ot 
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How  to  help  tsunami  victims 

As  emergency  relief  supplies  begin  to  stack  up  at  ports  all 
around  the  area  of  Asia  affected  by  die  recent  tsunami  due  to 
heavy  donations  and  transportation  problems,  die  most  urgent 
need  at  present  is  monetary  gifts  to  finance  long-term  efforts 
aimed  at  helping  survivors  rebuild  their  lives,  say  disaster 
relief  officials  on  the  scene.  A  special  relief  fund  has  beenestab- 
lished  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB), 
and  tax  deductible  donations  are  now  being  accepted.  Checks 
should  be  made  payable  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  with  "tsunami  relief"  noted  cm  die  memo  tine, _arvd 
mailed  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  ATTN: 
tftnnami  Relief.  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  People 


Woman's  Missionary  Union  board  members  and  guests  gather  at  the 
organization's  national  headquarters  in  Birmingham  for  the  dedication  of 
the  Alma  Hunt  Museum  of  Woman's  Missionary  Union.  Hunt  and 

.  \at  the  ceremonies. 


Southern  Baptist  Convention  President  Jim  Henry  speak 


Coordinators  call  for  hundreds  of  Mississippi  Baptist  volunteers  to 
work  in  the  state's  partnership  with  the  three-nation  area  of  Paraguay, 
Uruguay,  and  Argentina  —  known  collectively  as  Rio  de  la  Plata. 


A.  L.  Goodrich,  editor  of  The  Baptist  Record,  urges  churches  to  send 
their  pastors  to  the  Baptist  World  Alliance  meeting  in  London.  "No  pas¬ 
tor  will  ever  be  the  same  after  he  takes  part  in  this  world-wide  fellow¬ 
ship,"  Goodrich  states  in  making  his  plea  in  the  pages  of  the  newsjoumal. 


The  Baptist  Record 


January  13, 2005 


15-Passenger  Van  Safety 
is  Big  News  these  Days! 


1-800-370-6180  •  carpenterbus.com 


Who?  Well,  my  kids  and  my 


§randkids  were  going  to  be 
tere,  and  when  I  can  be,  though 
I  am  not  able  to  be  at  our  church 
every  Sunday,  I  want  them  to 
know  that  church,  worship,  and 
the  Lord  are  important  to  me.  All 
my  life  I  went  to  church  with  my 
dad.  In  fact,  he  was  pastor  of  the 
church.  I  listened  to  him  preach 
three  or  more  times  a  week 
week.  '  I  remember  some  of  the 
things  he  said,  but  there  are  many  things 

’  >  remem¬ 
ber  him  being  there,  and  I  remember  the 
of  value  he  placed  on  worshipping 
God  and  meeting  with  God's  people.  He 
was  there  and  it  made  a  difference.  It  still 
makes  a  difference.  I  wanted  to  sit,  stand, 
see  sing,  and  pray  with  my  kids  and  grand- 
1  kids  gathered  around  me.  The  truth  in  the 
for  them  it  would  mean  old  poem  has  not  changed  and  it  will  not 
tether  it  would  mean  any-  change:  "I  had  rather  see  a  sermon  than 
a  narrow  thing  to  them  or  not.  Sure  enough,  as  only  hear  one  any  day.  I  would  rather  one  walk 
what  they — the  Lord  could  arrange,  just  as  we  got  with  me  than  merely  point  the  way." 
oiks  who  there,  went  in,  and  sat  down,  there  sitting  So  on  that  Sunday  I  got  up  looking  for- 
i  new  out-  directly  in  front  of  me  was  a  fjhe  young  ward  to  going  to  church  to  see  and  to  be  seen 
and  I  find  man  who  had  to  leave  college  and  would  and  was  blessed  that  both  of  them  took 
d  of  thing  soon  be  on  his  way  overseas.  I  had  the  place,  but  that  is  not  all.  What  I  found  is 
g.  Surely  opportunity  to  visit  with  him  a  few  what  we  so  often  find  but  sometimes  lose 
their  own  moments  before  church  and  then  after  sight  of  —  the  importance  and  the  vitality 
and  busi-  church.  I  was  blessed  because  I  saw  some-  found  in  its  truth  that  God  had  a  word  for 
'  it  seems  one  I  wanted  to  see  at  church.  me.  The  music  and  the  worship  were  mag- 

le  and  sit  Specifically,  I  went  to  church  with  a  nificent  and  Christ  honoring.  The  pastor 
ng  of  the  deep  desire  In  my  heart  to  find  and  spoke  both  from  the  book  and  from  his  heart 
might  just  encourage  someone  else,  but  I  must  con-  and  I  was  encouraged.  I  left  church  rejoicing 
At  least  it  fess  that  I  also  wanted  to  be  seen.  No,  I  am  in  my  heart  and  saying,  "It  was  good  to  have 
not  talking  about  parading  around  and  been  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  today  "  . 
morning  appearing  to  be  Somebody  like  some  folks 
new  suit,  might  think.  In  fact,  I  didn't  know  who 
1  want  to  would  be  there  and  didn't  care  except  for 
1. 1  got  up  a  handful  of  folks  that  I  wanted  to  see  me. 


It  was  the  day  after  Christmas, 
the  last  Sunday  of  the  year,  and  we 
were  getting  ready  to  head  out  to 
church.  It  was  one  of  those  Sundays 
that  was  shaped  by  holiday  festivi¬ 
ties  and  Christmas  visits,  ftobably 
most  folks  were  like  me  and  got  up 
facing  the  day  with  a  slight  turkey 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


and  dressing  hangover.  Honestly,  I  "***■  1  ' 

was  excited  about  going  to  church  and  two  that  Sunday  morning  thinking  about  some  every 
things  were  on  my  mind.  I  was  looking  for-  young  people  in  our  church  who  were  f 

ward  to  seeing  and  being  seen.  Now  I  am  going  to  be  leaving  within  just  a  few  days  thatd  do  not  remember  at  all.  I  do 
fully  aware  of  the  fact  that  we  are  supposed  headed  to  Iraq,  and  I  wanted  to  see  them.  1 
to  go  to  church  to  worship  God  ana  that  I  Some  of  them  I  had  known  for  years  from  sense 
intended  to  do,  but  I  also  wanted  to  see  and  the  time  they  were  just  small,  and  some  I 
to  be  seen.  I  can  still  hear  preachers  preaching  had  watched  as  they  had  matured  into  fine 
about  and  against  folks  going  to  church  to  see  citizens,  not  only  of  this  World  but  also  in 
and  to  be  seen  and  telling  people  that  if  that  the  Kingdom.  If  I  could  just  get  to 
is  the  only  reason  they  come  to  church  they  them,  let  them  know  that  I  loved  them,  and 

might  as  well  stay  at  home.  I  understand  I  would  be  praying  .1 _ L _ LI _ 

what  the  preachers  were  saying,  but  I  think  it  a  lot  to  me  whether  it  would  mean  any- 


Yol  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 


1.  Lord,  I  admit  that 
1  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to 
forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  belie\>e  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 


The  author  may  be  contacted  at  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  E-mail:  jfu- 
tral@mbcb.org. 


James  Ossuary:  real  item  or  just  another  fake? 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  — 
The  so-called  James  Ossuary 
needs  a  careful,  in-depth  exami¬ 
nation  by  a  scientific  team  to 
determine,  once  and  for  all, 
whether  it  is  an  authentic  relic 
in  which  the  brother  of  Jesus 
was  placed  or  merely  a  common 
first-century  burial  box  with  a 
phony  inscription,  a  Southern 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Baptist  seminary  professor  says. 

The  ossuary  that  made  a 
worldwide  splash  in  2002  was 
back  in  the  news  Dec.  29 
when  police  in  Jerusalem  filed 
criminal  indictments  against 
four  antiquities  collectors, 
accusing  them  of  forging  bib¬ 
lical  artifacts,  many  so  skill¬ 
fully  that  they  fooled  experts. 
One  of  the  artifacts  was  the 
James  Ossuary. 


BAPTISTRIES 

BROOJURElsrr'  heaters,  POMPS 

FACTORY  DIRECT 

N§ffp^/T01L  FREE  1-800-251-0679 
^*\]/  www.fiberglasschurctiprod.com 
'  FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 

3511  HIXSOM  PIKE  •  CHATTANOOGA,  TN  37415  . 


Bapttit  World/ AUXccncer 

BIRMINGHAM,  England  •  July  2005 

(escorted  tours) 

40  years  of  experience  in  Baptist  Travel 
Quality  tours  with  excellent  accommodations,  guides,  sites. 

And  inclusive  features.  All  tours  stay  4  nights  at  BWA. 

Tour  leaders  welcome! 

July  19-August  01:  BWA  and  France 
July  26-August  04:  BWA  and  England 
July  24-August  06:  BWA,  Engl.,  Scotld,  Wales 
July  24-August  07:  BWA,  Engl.,  Wales,  Ireld. 

Operated  by:  Bryan  Tours/MTS  Travel 
1929  Dunbarton  Dr.,  Jackson,  MS  39216 
Contact  us  for  all  your  mission  travel  needs! 
E-mail:  Jackson@mtstravel.com 
Phone:.  1(800)647-5296 


SERIOUS  CONCERNS 


How  much  financial 
IttiHty  can  your  church 
baar? 

Insurance  rates  an 
going  up) 

Lagal  Advteara  an  say- 

Im  “|T«m  hi  ■■  “  ■ - * 

ing,  rtSniOVw  In®  19 Si 


LifeWay  Bus  Sales  has  the  solution— a  15-passenger 
mini-bus  that  meets  Federal  safety  standards. 


CHURCH 


ORGANIST:  DANIEL 

Memorial  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  an 
organist  for  the  Sunday  services  in  South 
lackson.  Send  resumes  to  personnel  com¬ 
mittee  chairman,  Randy  Green,  Daniel 
Memorial  Baptist  Church,  3784  Terry 
Road,  lackson,  Miss.  39212. 

SEEKING  YOUTH  MINISTER  AND  music 
minister  for  a  small  church  in  Caledonia, 
Miss.  Please  send  resume  to  Caledonia 
Baptist  Church,  PO  Box  39,  Caledonia, 
MS  39740  or  email  to  Randy  Holmes  at 
holmesl  5436bellsouth.net.  Church  is 
seven 


Su—  w  pnrvwfed  ter  LifcWfcy  by 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales 

Nation’*  #  1  Church  But  Dealer 


years  old  and  looking  for  individu¬ 
als  or  individual  to  start  programs  from 
ground  floor  in  our  new  building. 


The  Baptist  Record 


January13,  2005  j 


Matthew  10:27  NAS 


January  13,  2005  Housetops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


Mississippi 

Baptist 

Christian 

Education 

Clinics 


February  12,  Highland  8 C 
Meridian 


^arch  5,  FBC 

Jackson 


These  staff  development  classes  are 
accredited  by  the  Mississippi  State 
Department  of  Health  and  the  Mississippi 
Private  School  Association. 
PREREGISTRATION  IS  REQUIRED  and 
there  is  a  $15  charge  to  be  paid,  in 
advance,  with  the  preregistration  form. 
Classes  will  begin  at  8  a.m.  and  end  at 
lp.m.  for  a  total  of  5  hours  of  credit.  At 
7:30,  the  directors  (or  their  designee) 
will  check  in  the  whol^  group.  In  order 
to  allow  5  contact  hours  for  the  classes, 
light  refreshments  will  be  available 
between  the  2nd  and  3rd  class  periods. 
Classes  will  be  offered  in  tracks  for 
those  who  teach  babies  and  toddlers; 
twos;  threes;  fours  &  fives;  after  school 
grades  1-6;  and  also  for  directors. 

For  more  information  call  Discipleship  and 
Family  Ministry  at  1-800-748-1651  or 
601-292-3284. 


“/  want  to  know  Christ  and  the  power  of  His  resurrection  and  the  fellowship  of  sharing  in 
His  sufferings  becoming  like  Him  in  His  death.  (Philippians  3:10  NIV) 


In  Christ’s  Steps 


■  THE  CHRISTIAN 

PERFORMING  ARTS 
FESTIVAL  offers  some¬ 
thing  for  the  entire 
church  family: 
conferences  to  help  your 
church  staff  be  more 
creative  in  the  worship 
services;  to  better  equip 
youth  ministers/leaders 
for  youth  ministry  and 
mission  opportunities;  to 
examine  great  old  and 
new  approaches  to 
recreation;  and  to 
explore  ways  to  use 
media,  puppetry, 

clowning  and  drama. 

These  conferences  are  planned  for  both  adults  and 
students,  and  our  hope  is  that  you  will  consider  being  a 
part  of  this  weekend  in  2005. 


NAMB 
and  author  of 
this  year's 
doctrine  study 
book 


'rotfiKiura 

Jet  19, 2005 
9  un-noon 


If  you  have  any  questions 
about  the  festival, 
please  contact 
HettcT  Edwards  at 
1-800-748-1691  or  E-mail  her  at 
redwards#mhdb<oirg. 


BAPTISTS 


Cost  $10  -  includes  registration  for  the  preview, 
branch  and  a  copy  of  the  study  course  book 

For  more  info,  contact  the  MBCB  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
Department  at  1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3284. 


"Taking  Up  the 
Towel  as  a  Senior 
Adult " 


STATE  SENIOR 
ADULT  RETREATS 

Gulfshore  Baptist 
Assembly 

To  register,  call  228-452-7261 : 

Retreat  1,  May  10-13  (4  days) 
Ferris  Jordan 
Retreat  II,  May  16-18 
Joe  Shener 
Retreat  HI,  May  19-21 
Joe  McKeever 

Retreat  IV,  September  27-29 
J.  Garland  McKee 


2005  VBS  g 
JumpStart  1 

For  All  Pastors,  VBS 
Directors  and  VB5  Leaders 


STATE  SENIOR  ADULT 
EVANGELISM  RALLY 


Monday  January  24 
Temple  BC  Weal  Campus 
Hattiesburg 
8:30  •  Ui30  a.m. 


Pick  your  bags  and  get  ready  to  cruise  'Route  254’  with  Li feWay’s  Hamblin  ’ Hood  Trip, 
Which  Way  Do  I  OofVU,  Well  crube  dong' ’Rout*  254,'  better  known  as  Psalm  ISA,  to  see 
natural  wonders,  big  cittej,  theme  parks  and  more  as  we  discover  how  the  chokes  we  make 
daily  affect  our  entire  journey.  By  choosing  Qod  as  our  guide,  we  are  sure  to  arrive  at  our 
ultimate  destination  -  a  relationship  with  Jesus! 

IhrZT^r^  CUrrklJum  wdlbton  disPUy  "ailaWe  **  purchase  from  LifeWi) 

Mwary  i  4,  »W*  >  9  1 1 

First  Baptist  Church,  Long  Beach  I  . 

906  Jeff  Davis  Avenue  I  1 


Seminars  from  WMU, 
Sunday  School, 
Disdpleship  Sc  Family 
Ministry 

Refreshments  provided  by 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Foundation 

Speaker  Jim  Futral 
Music:  Paid  in  Full 


STATE  SENIOR 
ADULT  RALLY 
Thursday,  August  28 
FBC,  Jackson 

8:30  - 11:45  a.m. 

Cost:  $1  payable  at  the  door 
Speaker:  Phil  Waldrop, 
Alabama 

Music:  Brad  Becker  and 
Family  Band 
Arkabutla,  Miss. 


February  » 9  4*»cm*h»m 

Liberty  Baptist  Church,  Plowood 
5199  Lakeland  Drive 


Mwu.0  V  i  v  MU  *  td  pm 

iHrtHy  Baptist  Church,  Southaven 
7200  Swihnea  Road 


Ow  IM plttii  At  I  tlmiff  BC 

•  Children's  Crafts 

•  Preschool  Crafts 

•  Children's  Snacks 


For  Mo.  contact  the  Sunday  School  Department 
.  *01-292-3292  or  l-BOO-740-1691 


For  more  info,  contact  Ken 

601-544-1794 


isiWA**™. 

vjrf> 

tident. 

Missii 

90S 

Mobilize 

itiwv 

VA 

I'M  ( r  M 

v  ' 

2005 

State 

Evangelism 

Conference 


N01U7 


FEATURING ~ 
Dean  Register 
David  Uth 
Stan  Buckley 
Ed  Young 
Ken  Lyle 
O.S.  Hawkins 
Robert  Smith 


For  more  info, 
contact  the  Evangelism 
Department. 
1-800-748-1651 
601 -292-3278  __ 

E  mail  esmithifimbcb  org 


EXTRA; 

1:  more  than  is  due,  i 
2:  superior 

MILE: 

1;  a  thousand  paces 
2:  a  relatively  great 

Do  you  look  at  other 
thousand  paces  for  t| 
more  than  is  due  or  i 
you  see  every  day? 


lal,  or  necessary 


tance 


nd  think  about  going  a 
n?  Do  you  desire  to  do 
essary  for  the  people 


For  more  info, 
contact 

I  '  s>  . "  u  Sunday  School 

l  .  1  •  „  •*'  ‘Wt  1-800-748-1651 

or  601  - 29  2- 3  29  2 

Centri-Kid  offers  a  quality  Christian  camp  experience  for  children  who  have  completed 
grades  3-6,  combining  quality  worship  with  age-appropriate  activities  designed  —  from 

to  reach  children  with  the  message  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Cost;  $137  per  person 

fhe  morning  celebration,  helping  each  child  focus  on  the  theme  for  the  day 
lord.  From  there,  campers  choose  from  a  variety  of  creative  and  exciting 
-  that  allow  them  opportunity  to  develop  their  talents  and  interests. 

Centri-Kid  Registration  Form  -Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 

Name  of  contact  person  _ 

Church  _ _ 

Church  address  _ 

City  _ State _ Z\\ 

#  Girl's _ #  Boys _ #  Female  adults  _ 

Return  this  form  and  $50  registration  for  each  person  to:  Frank  Simmons, 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  100  First  Street,  Pass  Christian,  MS  39571-3299 
Phone:  (228)452-7261  or  Fax:  (228)452-7263. 


Small-group  Bible  study  folloV 
and  life  application  of  God'i 
courses  -  known  as  ’trac 


Phone 


PLEASE  POSTMARK  FES,  1,  2005,  OR  AFTER 


FAMILY  WEEK 

Monday,  July  4 — 7 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 

Special  Guests:  Brad  Brecker  Family  Band 
Judy  Marby- Vaughn,  Ventriloquist 

Conferences 

Preschool/  Children  Teamkids 
Teenagers:  Mini  Centrifuge 
Adult  Conferences:  Single  Parenting 
College  Conference 

Couples:  Brad  &  Pam  Becker,  Shepherd's  Rest, 
"Servanthood  Evangelism  For  The  Family" 

Register  through  Gulfshore:  228-452-7261 


FAMILY  LIFE 

<7) 

LD 

CONFERENCES 

Monday,  February  7 

Monticello  Baptist  Church 

f— 1 

7-9  p.m.  (Lawrence  Association) 
For  information:  601-587-2114 

1 - 1 

Saturday,  February  26 

$ 

Antioch  Baptist  Church,  Louin 

< 

3-8:30  p.m. 

(Jasper  Association) 

(_L. 

For  information:  601-739-3477 

«  * 

January  14-27,  2005 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  .  P.O.  Box  530  .  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


For.  (I)  Deacon  Emphasis 
Week,  8th-15th  (P/LD);  (2) 
Mississippi  Baptist 


Perry  Polnaszek  is  a 
church  planting  catalyst 
with  the  Minnesota/ 
WisconfM  Cofwntion. 
Pray  as  clircfeattre  beint 
planted  iifSO  sjtigl 
between  the  two  states. 
Pray  for  medical  missions, 
!  for  church  reproduction, 

|  and  for  local  leaders. 


Retreat,  Mafscyfft);  (3) 
Please  prayfod&yjpt 
Governor  Charles  Wesley 
Turnbull  of  the  Virgin 
Islands  (Caribbean,  east  of 
Puerto  Rico). 


For:  (1)  Sanctity  of  Human 
Life  (CAC);  (2)  A  missionary 
associate  completing  his 
first  term  ofjerviakwrites: 
“The  tennis  Tjouife.are 
where  I  can  Indium 
unsaved  people 
southern  Brazil  city.  Pray 
with  us  that  God  will  bring 
His  harvest  in  His  time.” 


For:  (1)  Baptist  Doctrine 
Study,  Hattiesburg,  9  a.m. 
noon  (D&FM);  (2)  At  least 
750,000  de, 
scattered  i 
pies  of  the 
Middle  Ai 


For:  (1)  Baptist  Doctrine 
Study  (D&FM);  (2)  Continue 
in  prayer  for  families  and 
victims  of  IwBt  August’s 
supermarket  fir^ni 
Paraguay,  dSpetpail)  those 
continuing  fo  deaf  With  the 
pain  and  trauma  of  missing 
members  and  for  patients 
recovering  from  severe  bums. 

Over  half  of  the  unengaged 
peoples  of  Namibia  and 
South  Africa  who  hear  the 
gospel  aryepljMras  Lord 
and  Saviorjfecfefaw  are 
needed  qQaPhqrs^rav  for 
the  unengaged  peoples:  Herero, 


Team  Slovakia  is  currently 
partnering  with  other 
groups  to  try  and  start  a 
coffeehouse  ministry  in 
downtoWfi%rafsl5a.  They 
ask:  “Pray  for  under¬ 
stand  how-to  bnf  develop 
and  utilize  this  ministry. 
Also,  pray  for  others  to  join 
us  in  this  endeavor.” 


For:  (1)  Baptist  Doctrine 
Study,  Kosciusko  (D&FM); 
(2)  2006  Budget  Planning 
Meeting  (j 
Velasco, , 
works  at  I 
Baptist 


For  (1)  2005  Women's 
Winter  Conference  (WMU); 
(2)  A  worker  among 
Egyptian  Uotosifestu- 
dents  repc/ts,  JWg&ave 


Julie  Shockey,  Bakersfield, 
Calif,  is  the  director  of 
church  and  community 


'ray  that 
the  Lord  of  the  harvest  will 
send  workers  to  reach  the 
deaf. 


_  for  the 
Hispanic  ministry,  especially 
for  the  new  believers  and 
their  disci pleship  training. 

For:  (1)  Area  Keyboard 
Festivals:  Columbus, 
Clinton,  McComb, 
HattiesbusfftCMfc-W  Scott 
Davis,  Casappolis^Mich., 
works  wiHfifr  ERhart 
Community  Baptist  Church 
plant  in  multi-housing  ven¬ 
ues.  They  need  a  new  loca¬ 
tion.  Please  pray  for  one. 


English  hafnhd  are  pray¬ 
ing  for  40  students.  Pray 
for  relationships  which 
result  in  sharing  the  Truth. 


Christ 


'ranklin 


Graham  festival  will  join 
churches  and  mature  in 
their  faith. 


For.  (1)  Baptist  Men's  Day 
(MM);  (2)  Pray  for  the  work¬ 
ers  and  the  Wolof  believers 
in  Senegal  im&Tbratmbia, 


For:  (1)  State  Senior  Adult 
Evangelism  Rally  (D&FM); 
(2)  Bi-vocational  Ministers1 
Wives  Supm  (P/L|);  (3) 
State  Evangelism  Conf¬ 
erence,  iig^Jjding  Tubmen's 
Track,  Hattiesburg  (Evan  & 
WMU). 


Michael  R.  Procter,  Alaska 
Baptist  Convention,  requests 
prayer  for:  (1)  a  regional 
church  Manv  sMR^gist  for 
the  NW  Arctic  Association  - 
(2)  Mark  apd  Jaeque 
Gillespie  as  theyplant  a  new 
church  in  Anchorage;  (3)  for 
13  congregations  seeking 
pastors. 


asking  that  Qbrist  would  be 
Lord  of  evfjy  part  of  their 
lives  as  the  Good  ftews  is 
proclaimed  and  discussed  in 
several  towns  and  villages 
among  them  each  week. 


SERVING  SHOULDER  TO  SHOULDER 


Encourage  a  MK  with  a  birthday  card! 

3-1-01:  Miss  Laura  J.  Wingo 

Parents:  Floyd  and  Sylvia 
General  Evangelism 
Western  . South  America 


January  28-29 

First  Baptist  Church 
Madison 

Events  will  include  a  wild  garni 
supper  on  Friday  night  and 
breakout  sessions  on  Saturday. 
The  sessions  will  include  infor¬ 
mation  geared  toward  men. 

Jim  Futral  and  Danny 
Singleton  will  be  our  featured 
speakers  and  music  will  be  pro 
vided  by  Pure  Gospel.  Cost  for 
the  conference  will  be  $10. 
Lodging  can  be  arranged  in 


3-29-88:  Mr.  Jason  R.  Brown 

Parents:  John  and  Claudia 
General  Evangelism 
Southern  Africa 


3-13-95:  Miss  Mollie  S.  Foster 

Parents:  Michael  and  Miranda 

Strategy 

Middle  America 


3-6-95:  Miss  Erin  T.  DeMars 

Parents:  Guy  and  Cindy 
Community  Development 
West  Africa 


3-15-97:  Miss  Abigail  R.  Hewitt 

Parents:  Earl  and  Ramona 
Medicine,  West  Africa 


Featuring: 

Sonny  Adkins 

Director,  Evangelism,  MBCB 

Mickey  Caison 

Manager  of  Adult  Mobilization,  NAMB 

Jim  Futral 

Executive  Director,  MBCB 

Jim  Phillips 

Pastor  &  Professional  Bass  Fisherman 

Danny  Singleton 

Minister  of  Pastoral  Care  &  Men's 
Ministry,  FBC,  Woodstock,  Ga. 

Sid  Woodruff 

Men's  Ministry  Specialist,  LifeWay 


3-17-03:  Miss  Emma  G.  Epps 

Parents:  Aaron  an<l  Tiffany 
General  Evangelism 
Eastern  South  America 

3-24-89:  Miss  Robyn  L.  Kyzar 

Parents:  Russell  and  Melinda 
Strategy,  Central  &  Eastern  Europe 


3-31-93:  Miss  Grace  M.  Holyfield 

Parents:  Michael  and  Patricia 
Church  Planting 
Central  &  Eastern  Europe 

3-7-92:  Mr.  Nathanael  C.  Packard 

Parents:  Michael  and  Sabrina 
Church  Planting,  West  Africa 


PLEASE  NOTE 

bers  may  send  a  package  of  cards  together;  cards  do 
vidually  to  Stewardship. 

FOR  SECURITY,  cards  will  be  forwarded.  Pleast 
„  Child’s  name  and  parent’s  name 
MBCB  Stewardship  Dept.,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson 


MS  39205 


Just  for  tuf  Record 


r-  *  j  • 


3/05  thru  Wednesday  1 


Call  Brother  James  now  to  schedule  the  2005  dates  you  want 


Calvary  Church  Revival  Team,  Canton 

Calvary  Church,  Canton  up  of  Cliff  Shipp,  evangelist; 
recently  held  revival  services.  Tom  Rayburn,  Jimmy  McCaleb, 
The  evangelism  team  was  made  music;  and  Lewis  Jones. 


Rienzi  Church  VBS,  Alcorn  Association 


Monument  Drive  Baby  Dedication,  Tupelo 


Monument  Drive  Church, 
Tupelo,  recently  held  a  baby 
dedication  service.  Those 
participating  were  (from  left) 
acob,  Kaye  and  Andrew 
rong;  Austin  Owen,  (second 
row)  Mark  Long,  Sarah  Long, 
and  Kevan  Owen.  Tommy 
Tackett  is  pastor. 

RAs  of  First  Church, 
Kosciusko  recently  raised 
$568.75  for  the  Lottie"  Moon 
Christmas  offering.  Pictured  pre¬ 
senting  a  check  are  (from  left): 
Pam  Chadick,  Barry  Corbett, 
Nicholas  Frank,  Peyton 
Overstreet,  Trevor  Moore,  Alex 
Chadick,  and  Melanie  Myrick. 

Four  generations  partici¬ 
pated  in  VBS  at  Rienzi 
Church,  Alcorn  Association, 
in  June  of  2004.  Pictured  are, 
Beth  Curlee,  Dylan  Collins, 
Stacy  Bullard,  Bryce  Bullard, 
front  row;  and  Holley 
Jackson,  Peyton  Jackson,  and 
Sandi  Benjamin,  back  row. 


Flowood  Church  Men's  Mission  Group,  Flowood 


RAs  of  First  Church,  Kosciusko 


The  men  ol  Flowood  M  ~''U .i*k ; i 

Church,  Flowood,  recenth  par- 

ticipated  in  a  mission  trip  to 

First  Church  East  Caronoaolet,  Conehatta  Church  Perfect  Attendance  Recipents,  Conehatta 

IL  where  they  did  renovations 

to  the  church.  This  is  the  third  Conehatta  Church,  lowship  hall.  Pictured  are 

year  the  church  has  taken  part  Conehatta  recently  recognized  James  Dunnam;  John  Henry, 
in  this  project.  Pictured  partici-  eight  people  for  perfect  ,atten-  AMD  George-Greene 

paring  in  the  trip  were  from  left  dance.  Pictured  are  Jacob  Moore,  Counties:  Roger  Gilbert,  pas- 
(row  1)  Ray  Hall,  Ricky  Gray,  Charles  Morrow,  Brian  Moore,  tor;  David  Dearman,  deacon 
Carlos  Langford,  Earl  Smith,  Juddie  Hedrick,  Amanda  Horn,  chairman;  and  Guyton  Clark, 
(row  2)  Donnie  Thomas,  Bill  Martha  Moore,  Betty  Stanford,  building  committee  chairman. 
Dunigan,  Myron  Sistrunk,  Max  and  Marie  Alexander. 

Mitchell,  Jerry  Turner,  Bobby  Raymond  Road  Church, 

Moore,  Lester  Fairbanks,  (row  Fellowship  Church,  State  Jackson,  will  present  Mayberry 
3)  Scott  Little,  and  Burt  Mott.  Line,  recently  held  a  dedica-  Mania  Jan.  21  and  Hi,  6  p.m. 
Ricky  Gray  is  pastor.  tion  service  for  their  new  fel-  Tickets  for  the  dinner  and  per¬ 

formance  are  available  at  the 
church  by  calling  (601)  372-6154. 


State  Line  Church  Fellowship  Hall  Dedication,  State  Line 


James  E.  Messer  Ministries,  Inc. 
Evangelism  Bible  Conferences 

Check  website  or  call  JEM  office  for  other  2005  conference  locations  and  dates 


The  Women's  Enrichment  Ministry  of  First 
Baptist  Church  Jackson  proudly  presents 

A  Jewel  In  His  Crown 


Sun  1/23 - John  Sullivan  -  Executive  Director,  FL  Baptist  Convention 

Mon  1/24  —  Junior  Hill  -  Evangelist,  Hartselle,  AL ' 

Tues  1/25  —  Step  Martin  -  Evangelist, Shreveport,  LA 

Wed  1/26  - —  Ted  Traylor  -  Pastor,  Olive  Baptist  Church,  Pensacola,  FL 

—  Children’s  Worship  Services  — 

John  Yates  -  Ventriloquist  &  Musician,  Enterprise,  AL 

—  Special  Music  — 

Phil  Willis  -  Music  Evangelist,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 

John  Yatei  •  Son*  of  the  Father  •  Endless  Praise 

Mon  thru  Wod  12:00  Noon  •  Free  Lunch  •  Speaker:  Evangelist  James  Messer 
AM  services  broadcas  t  live  on  140  SM  103.1  FM 


Community  singing. 
Cedar  View  Church,  Olive 
Branch,  January  15,  6  p.m. 
Featured  musicians  are  The 
Solid  Rock  4.  Call  (662)  895- 
2661  for  information. 


Author  of  A  Jewel  In  His  Crown  and 
And  We  Are  Changed:  Encounters  with  a 
Transforming  God 


First  Church,  Brandon,  will 
hold  registration  for  Kids  Kamp 
(grades  1-4),  GA/RA  Camp 
(grades  3-6),  and  Crosspoint 
(grades  5-6)  Jan.  26,  7  p.m.,  at 
tne  church's  east  campus  (309 
South  College  St.)  Call  Kim  at 
(601)  825-8003  for  information. 


A  First  Baptist  Jackson  Praise  Team 
February  4-5,  2005 

y,  7  p.m.  -  9p.m.  Ac  Saturday,  8:00  a.m.  -  12 
First  Baptist  Church 
Jackson,  Mississippi 


Early  Bird  Registration  -  *2 5/ person  by  January  15.  2005 
Registration  -  *30/person 
(Prices  includes  Brunch  on  Saturday  Ac  materials) 

To  Register  contact  Mary  Byrd  #  #  • 
at  601-714-6926  or  nTlfl 


desser  Ministries  Inc.  •  P.0 .  Box  1 325  •  Theodore,  AL  36590 

251-653-6652  ‘800-653-6652 
http://jamesmesser.com  •  Email:  jemrebe@aol.com 


www.mbcb.org 
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Just  tor  the  Record 


went  to  Asia  Dec.  17- 
21  to  work  alongside 
Southern  Baptist 
Missionaries.  Shown, 
from  left,  are 
Chancey  Nicks,  Ruth 
Vickers,  Noel  Shaffer, 
Alison  Toney,  and 
Carlena  Speed. 

Goodwater 
Church,  Magee,  is 
sending  a  five-mem¬ 
ber  mission  team  to 
help  in  relief  efforts 


Conferences 
&  Revivals 

-  -  v>JaT 

Wade 
Point: 


Church,  Moss 
Wade  Baptist 
t  Conference,  Jan. 
Say,  8  a.m.,  10:30 
P-nu;  Mon.-Wed., 
Speakers  include 
ivan.  Executive 
Florida  Baptist 


100th  Anniversary  of  Bassfield  Church,  Bassfield 


Bassfield  Church,  Bassfield,  First  Church,  Vicksburg, 
celebrated  its  100th  anniversary  gave  $47,530.81  to  the  Lottie 
October  3  with  over  300  in 
Randy  Gardner, 

pastor.  Bunker  Kill  Church,  B. 

Columbia,  brought  the  message  ST ..  vSraf'T'r*  ■?} 

and  John  Green,  Hunters  Glenn 

Church,  Plano,  Tex.,  led  the  '‘’fhj', 

music.  Ken  Roberts,  pastor  TV 

Poplar  Springs  Church,  ■jf’C'E 

Hazlehurst,  will  host  ventrilo-  V> 

quist  John  Yates,  Enterprise,  -  ’*v2«*VM 

Ala.,  Jan.  16,  11  a.m.  Call  pastor  M  £z>/  icl 


n;  Junio 

arfin*  Art 


Lincoln  Road  Church, 
Hattiesburg:  Revival  Jan.  27- 
30.  Nightly,  6  p.qi.;  Sunday, 
11  a.m-Doh  Stewart,  evange¬ 
list;  Justin  Garcia  and  BSU 
team,  music.  For  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)  266-4563,  (601) 
268-0743,  or  (601)  818-18M. 


Ala.,  Jan.  16, 11  a.m.  Call  _ 

Hubert  Greer,  (601)  645-2002 
for  information. 


A  BSU  student  team  from 

William  Carey  College  and 
Jones  County  Junior  College 


Rose  Ogletree 


Bo,  Thomas,  &  Daphne  Walters,  Christian  Baylis 


&  Valton  Douglas,  pastor 


Join  Other  Baptists 


NORTHEAST  INSIDE 
PASSAGE  CRUISE 


BSU  Mission  Team  from  WCC  and  JCJC 


Classified  Ads 


FINALLY  AFFFORDABtE  HEALTH  pdi  _ 

INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call  HEALTH  INSURANCE 
(800)  541-8196  ~  • 


England  Fly  from  your  closest  ma|or  airport  and  be  met  by  ‘your  man'  at 
Bostons  Logan  International  Start  your  one  week  historical  motor  coach 
tour  visiting  Boston,  Mystic,  CT,  New  York  City,  Philadelphia,  Hyde  Park, 
and  Montreal  with  included  city  tours  Relax  in  your  deluxe  motor  coach 
and  let  'your  man'  show  you  the  sights  with  daily  included  sightseeing  In 
Montreal  board  your  5-star  ship  Holland  America  Line' 
sail  back  to  Boston  for 


liw@vyoridnetJitt.net.  ’ 

_  .  ,  - :  TOO  EXPENSIVE? 

Provided  by  Mega  Call  toll-free  today  (877)  232-0686.  We  can 

. -.ristumer-ins.com. 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 

Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  (662) 

455-6743.  Located  at  107  North  Stone 
Avenue,  Greenwood,  MS  38930. 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS.  INCT 


Help!  Major  Medical  Hospital  &  surgic* 
plan.  Doctors  office  visits,  prescription 
drugs,  life,  dental,  medicare  supplement, 
tow  rates.  Have  current  Health  problems? 
We  can  Help!  E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance. 
AMERICA'S  FASTEST  GROWING  Christian 
long  distance  company.  3.9/minute,  no 
monthly  fees.  No  codes  or  restrictions,  6 
second  billing.  250,000  happy  customers. 
Toll-free  (866)  587-8346  or 

www.covenantphoneservice.com. 
HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbus/Jackson,  (877)  477-1899. 
AWESOME  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
COLIege  town  seeking  a  full-time 
youth  minister  with  growing  min¬ 
istry.  Please  send  resumes  to  Beech 
Haven  Baptist  Church,  2390  West 
Broad  Street,  Athens,  GA  30606. 


s  ms  Maasdam  and 
one  week  In  route  visit  Quebec  City,  Saguenay 
Fjord,  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward  Island,  Sydney  &  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia 
and  Bar  Harbor  Maine  Let  the  local  delicacies  tempt  you,  different  cultures 
spark  your  curiosity  and  en]oy  the  cooler  climate 
And  your  ship  is  designed  to  carry  fewer  passengers  than  pther  ships  in  her 
class  The  ms  Maasdam  is  one  of  the  most  spacious  ships  at  sea  with  the 
fines!  service  Holland  is  famous  for  What's  not  lo  like!  Prices  start  at  only 
$1898  (per  person,  double  occupancy)  including  all  taxes,  port  charges,  the 
motor  coach  tour  with  daily  escorted  sightseeing  and  7  nights  in  hotels  and 
the  7  day  deluxe  cruise  Add  $400  for  round  trip  airfare  Space  is  limited 
Friends  and  family  are  welcome 

$100  deposits  an  now  dual 
For  Information,  reeervatlons,  and  brochure 


MS  Positions 


^nristian  owned  home  improvements, 
vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screen/glass  rooms. 


call  7  days  a  week: 

YOUR  MAN •  TOURS  1-800-968-7626 
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murder"  was  not  yet 
given  to  the  people 
through  Moses,  but  they 
knew  that  God  tola 
Noah  in  Genesis  9:6 
"Whoever  sheds  the 
blood  of  man,  by  man 
shall  his  blood  be  shed:" 

In  Jeremiah  19:3-6, 
the  Israelites  had  for¬ 
saken  the  Lord  and  had 
incorporated  the  wor¬ 
ship  of  foreign  gods  and 

_ _  y.  They  brought  many 

innovations  into  their  idol  wor- 

_  _ o  ship  and  by  doing  so  they 

was  not  necessary  to  kill  the  girl  became  desensitized  in  their 
children  because  they  would  moral  nature  and  shed  the 
probably  grow  up  to  marry  blood  of  innocent  people.  They 
Egyptian  men  and  the  Hebrew  undertook  the  most  debased 
would  decline  by  attrition.  forms  of  idolatry  by  involving 

The  midwives  understood  the  children  in  their  sacrifice.  In 


Family  Bible  Study 


human  life.  We  are  to  present 
ourselves  in  love  as  we  speak  the 
truth  that  the  taking  of  human 
life  is  wrong.  It  will  not  be  a  pop¬ 
ular  stand  in  all  cases  but  neither 
were  the  prophets  popular  as 
they  declared  God's  Word  in  the 
Old  Testament. 

Often,  we  have  sinned  by 
omission  when  we  have  failed  to 
speak  out  against  the  atrocities 
involving  human  life.  We  must 
repent  just  as  the  individuals 
who  have  committed  such  sins 
against  human  life.  We  are  to  call 
on  the  Lord  and  He  will  answer 
us,  and  show  us  great  and 


follow  it  because  they  feared 
God  more  than  they  feared  the 
king.  (Exodus  1:15)  The  fear  of 
the  Lord  in  the  Bible  often  refers 
to  reverence,  worship,  or  awe  in 
the  presence  of  Goa.  Proverbs 
9:10  states  "The  fear  of  the  Lord 
is  the  beginning  of  worship." 

The  Ten  Commandments, 
including  "You  shall  not  commit 


Graham  is  a  member  of  Adaton 
Church,  Starkville. 


on  our  promises.  Woras  can  oe 
very  empty  when  not  completed  The  Lord 
by  actions.  The  Lord  Jesus  those  who 
healed  the  diseased  and  demon  unimportant 
possessed.  He  not  only  spoke 
words  of  comfort,  but  also  acted 
with  compassion.  As  He  taught 
attendant  to  His  actions  He 
spoke  of  the  poor,  the  hungry, 
and  the  weeping.  His  great  con¬ 
cern  for  the  poor  and  outcasts  is 
a  them  of  the  Gospel  of  Luke.  In 
this  case  He  is  most  likely  refer¬ 
ring  to  those  with  spiritual 
needs.  However,  that  does  not 
mean  we  should  ignore  the 
obvious.  Churches  and  believ- 


Explore  the  Bible 

What  About  Helpless  People? 

Luke  4:17-21;  6:18-21;  9:46-48;  18:15-17 

3v  Neil  Gant  _ _  look  at  life  as  a  gift 


heart  attitudes  needed  for 
entrance  into  the  kingdom. 
The  attitudes  of  humility  and 
trust  are  essential  for  entrance 
into  the  kingdom.  His  disciples 
did  not  want  the  Lord  to  be 
bothered  with  children.  He 
rebuked  them  and  thereby 
noted  His  love  for  and  concern 
for  children.  Our  society  wants 
to  help  the  children  who  have 
been  bom  and  are  facing  diffi¬ 
cult  life  situations  due  to  health 
or  socioeconomic  status  and  yet 
will  not  protect  the  unborn 
from  the  norror  of  abortion. 
Abortion  has  destroyed  a  gen¬ 
eration  of  people.  Abortion  has 
become  the  easy  fix  for  a  com-, 
plex  life  event.  Abortion  has 
cheapened  life  in  our  culture. 
Because  of  its  promotion,  abor¬ 
tion  has  also  become  big  busi¬ 
ness.  May  God  help  us  to 
return  to  view  life  as  valuable 
and  as  His  great  gift. 


from  God.  In  the  thirty  ^ 
some  odd  years  since 
the  decision  to  make  ^ 
abortion  legal,  millions 
of  the  unborn  have  died  in  this 
country.  Even  though  this  is 
the  case,  many  remain 
untouched  and  undisturbed  by 
the  horrible  shedding  of  inno¬ 
cent  blood.  The  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  cared  for  those  who 
were  in  helpless  situations.  He 
touched  the  blind,  lame,  deaf, 
dumb,  and  diseased.  He  still 
wants  us  to  protect  the  help- 


We  live  in  a  world  that 
devalues  human  life.  Recently, 
a  great  tsunami  hit  islands  in 
Indonesia.  What  a  horrible 
tragedy!  At  last  count  well 
over  150,000  people  are  dead. 
Billions  of  dollars  will  go  to 
assist  those  left  in  the  aftermath 
of  this  disaster.  We  pray  and 
hurt  for  the  survivors  and  hope 
with  them  that  family  members 
thought  to  be  lost  will  be 
found.  I  find  it  interesting  that 
many  of  the  same  people  who 
are  greatly  disturbed  by  t^*e 
horrible  loss  of  life  vml  not 
blink  an  eye  at  the  murder  of 
the  unborn,  euthanasia,  or 
physician-assisted  suicide.  In 
the  view  of  those  who  think 
such  acts  are  acceptable  the 
idea  of  the  quality  of  life  is 
most  important.  Is  that  the  real 


The  Lord  took  the  scroll  in  thing  like,  "Anytime  you 
the  synagogue  in  Nazareth  and  anything  just  let  me  k 

/  O  O  _ i  .  Unu;  nftpn  Ho  WP  not  foliC 


Gant  is  pastor  of  Pleasant 
Grove  Church,  Gore  Springs. 


Minister  to  Children,  Luke 
9:46-48, 18:15-17 


news 


is  are  subject  to  crop- 
must  depict  peoplev 
j-;  or  object-on^ 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only.  Deadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested  pub¬ 
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NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP  and 
local  reports)  —  One  of  the 
nation's  most  prominent  homo¬ 
sexual  activists  says  the  push  for 
same-sex  marriage  must  contin¬ 
ue  despite  setbacks  on  Election 
Day  and  that  homosexuals  "must 
never  lose  sight"  of  their  goal. 

The  lessons  of  history  are 
clear  —  equality  cannot  wait  for  a 
convenient  time,  society  only 
moves  toward  equality  when 
challenged  to  do  so,"  Cheryl 
Jacques,  former  head  of  the 
Human  Rights  Campaign,  wrote 
in  a  column  posted  on  her  web¬ 
site.  "Change  does  not  come 
through  cautious  inaction,  but 
through  principled  insistence." 

The  Human  Rights  Campaign 
—  the  nation's  largest  homosexual 
activist  group  —  waged  an  unprecedented 
campaign  to  see  President  Bush  defeated. 
Bush  won  on  Election  Day,  and  all  11  states 
that  voted  on  constitutional  amendments 
banning  same-sex  marriage  passed  them. 

Mississippi  voters  were  top  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  giving  their  constitutional  amendment  a 
best-in-the-nation  victory  margin  of  86%- 
14%.  Election  observers  Have  said  the  consti¬ 
tutional  amendments  were  major  factors  in 
turning  out  a  high  number  of  pro-family  vot¬ 
ers  in  the  states  in  which  the  amendments 
were  on  the  ballot.  Mississippi  Secretary  of 
State  Eric  Clark  declared  the  total  of  more 
than  1.1  million  Mississippi  voters  who  went 
to  the  polls  on  November  2  to  be  a  record. 

The  constitutional  amendments  were  a 
significant  defeat  for  homosexual  activists, 
who  months  earlier  had  seen 
Massachusetts  become  the  first  state  to 
legalize  same-sex  marriage  solely  because 
ora  ruling  by  the  state's  high  court. 


paign 


The  Election  Day  results  presumably  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  resignation  ofjacques  from  the 
Human  Rights  Campaign  in  late  November. 
Her  Internet  column  —  as  well  as  a  handful 
of  media  interviews  —  broke  her  silence. 

"The  road  to  equality  will  be  rocky,  with 
days  where  much  prom-ess  will  be  realized, 
mixed  with  days  of  setback  and  new  obsta¬ 
cles,  Jacques  wrote  in  her  column,  dated 
Jan.  6.  "We  have  planted  the  flag  of  full 
equality  solidly  in  the  ground,  and  we 
must  never  lose  sight  of  it.  We  must  work 
tirelessly  each  and  every  day  to  get  closer 
to  it,  until  we  can  gather  around  that  flag 
as  a  community,  as  full  and  equal  citizens 
of  the  United  States  of  America." 

Jacques  acknowledged  that  the  homo¬ 
sexual  community  is  divided  on  the 
political  and  legal  strategy  surrounding 
same-sex  marriage,  but  she  compared 
the  push  for  gay  marriage  to  the  push  for 
civil  rights  ana  womens  suffrage. 


"The  struggle  for  gay  civil 
rights  is  at  a  crossroads  in 
America,  and  even  within  the 
GLBT  [gay,  lesbian,  bisexual, 
transgender]  community  there 
are  differences  of  opinion  about 
how  the  struggle  for  equality 
should  proceed,"  she  wrote. 
"While  many  committed  leaders 
are  continuing  the  long  march 
toward  full  equality,  including 
equal  marriage  rights,  others  are 
arguing  that  we  have  gone  too 
far,  too  fast,  and  that  we  should 
wait  for  society  to  catch  up." 

J[acques  told  the  Metro  West 
Daily  News  in  Framingham, 
Mass.,  that  it  is  a  "minority  of 
voices’  within  the  homosexual 
community  who  want  to  slow 
the  same-sex  marriage  move¬ 
ment.  It  is  unclear  where  Human  Rights 
Campaign  officials  stand  on  the  fast-paced 
push  for  same-sex  marriage.  The  topic  still 
has  a  prominent  place  on  the  HRC  web¬ 
site;  in  addition,  an  HRC  official  told  The 
Boston  Globe  that  the  push  for  same-sex 
marriage  is  "extremely  important." 

Even  if  the  homosexual  community  is 
somewhat  divided,  several  victories  could 
lie  ahead  in  2005.  The  Washington  state 
Supreme  Court  is  scheduled  to  hear  a 
same-sex  marriage  case  in  March.  An 
appeals  court  in  New  Jersey  and  a  judge  in 
California  heard  arguments  in  separate 
same-sex  marriage  cases  in  December. 
Pro-family  leaders  aren't  optimistic  .about 
any  of  the  cases. 

In  fact,  the  gay  marriage  movement 
shows  no  sign  of  slowing  down.  Including 
the  three  aforementioned  states,  nine  states 
are  in  court  defending  their  laws  against 
those  seeking  to  legalize  same-sex  marriage. 


Singer  Chapman,  wife  Mary  Beth  discover  joy  of  adoption 
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NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  — 
Award-winning  Christian 
songwriter  and  recording  artist 
Steven  Curtis  Chapman 
remembers  his  "aha  moment," 
when  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
became  amazingly  clear  to  him. 


GROWING  FAMILY  —  The 
children  of  singer  Steven  Curtis 
Chapman  ancT  his  wife  Mary 
Beth  pose  for  a  group  photo. 
Pictured  are  (back  row,  from 
left))  Will,  age  1 2;  Emily,  age  1 8; 
and  Caleb,  age  13.  They  are 
holding  (left  to  right)  Stevey  Joy 
Ru,  age  2;  Shaohannah,  age  five; 
and  Maria  Sue,  age  one. 


”1  have  spent  most  of  my  life 
wrestling  with  the  depth  of 
Scripture  —  which  is  endless 
and  eternal  —  with  how  I  am  to 
grab  a  hold  of  it  with  just  the 
vapor-  of  my  life/'  said 
Chapman,  a  celebrated 
Christian  artist  with  47  Dove 


Despite  all  his  success  in 
the  music  industry,  for  him, 
the  aha  moment"  came  when 
he  and  his  wife,  Mary  Beth, 
adopted  their  daughter 
Shaohannah  from  China. 

"Until  we  adopted 
Shaohannah,  I  didn't  fully 
understand  the  depth  of  what 
Jesus  has  done  for  us," 
Chapman  said.  "[Without 
Christ]  I  was  hopeless,  with¬ 
out  a  future^without  a  name ... 
then  JesuS  came  into  my  life, 
gave  me  hope  and  a  future.  He 
gave  me  a  new  name." 

Calling  adoption  the  "visible 
Gospel,"  a  term  he  borrows 
from  Christian  author  John 
Piper,  Chapman  said, 
"Adoption  is  the  perfect  picture 
of  what  God  has  done  for  each 
of  us  in  making  us  His  children 
through  Christ." 

Pausing  to  let  it  all  sink  in. 
Chapman  added,  God's  done 
amazing  things  in  our  family. 
Without  a  aoubt,  adoption 
has  been  the  most  profound 
experience  in  God.” 

ihe  Chapmans  experienced 
the  miracle  of  adoption  through 
the  prompting  of  their  oldest 
daughter,  Emily.  Already  with 
three  children  —  Emily,  Caleb 
and  Will  —  the  Chapmans 
adopted  Shaohannah,  who  is 
now  5,  in  March  2000.  Three 
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Awards,  four  Grammy  Awards,  years  later,  they  brought  home 
an  American  Music  Award  and  Stevey  Joy  Ru,  now  2,  and  in  the 
41  number  one  radio  hits.  summer  of  2004,  they  adopted 
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Maria  Sue,  age  1.  All  three  adopt¬ 
ed  daughters  came  from  China. 

In  addition,  the  Chapmans 
began  Shaohannah’s  Hope  a 
nonprofit  organization  based  in 
McLean,  Va.,  that  provides 
information  and  assistance  to 
people  who  want  to  adopt  but 
lack  the  financial  resources. 

"There  are  a  lot  of  people 
who  have  room  at  their  tame 
but  not  room  in  their  wallet  for 
another  family  member," 
Chapman  acknowledged.  "Yet, 
tfiete  are  roughly  34  million 
orphans  around  the  world." 

If  God  can  adopt  us  into 
His  family  and  call  us  His 
own,  it  is  our  hope  that  others 
consider  following  His  exam¬ 
ple  by  adopting  a  'fatherless' 
child  into  their  families." 

To  raise  awareness  about 
adoption,  the  Chapmans  co¬ 
authored  their  first  children's 

Picture  book,  Shaoey  &  Dot: 

ug  Meets  Bundle.  This  first 
installment  in  a  series  about 
adoption  retells  Shaohannah's 
adoption  adventure  in  a 
whimsical  way.  A  portion  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  book,  dis¬ 
tributed  through  Thomas 
Nelson,  will  go  to  support 
Shaohannah's  Hope. 

Chapman  concedes  that  the 
adoptions  also  have  inspired 
his  newest  project.  All  Things 
New,  his  I4tn  record  with 
Sparrow  Records.  The  CD 
debuted  in  September. 
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The  Chapmans'  efforts  have 
been  noticed.  They  were  hon¬ 
ored  in  the  Angels  in  Adoption 
Program,  which  is  sponsored 
by  the  Congressional  Coalition 
on  Adoption  Institute  (CCAI). 
The  nonprofit,  nonpartisan 
organization  is  dedicated  to 
raising  awareness  about  the 
tens  of  thousands  of  foster  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  U.S.  and  the  mil¬ 
lions  of  orphans  around  the 
world  in  need  of  permanent, 
safe  and  loving  homes. 

Angels  in  Adoption  award 
winners  are  selected  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  U.S.  Congress  to 
represent  their  states  at  a 
Washington-based  gala  given 
in  their  honor. 

CCAI  is  also  a  founding 

Bartner  of  National  Adoption 
'ay,  a  collective  national 
effort  to  raise  awareness  about 
children  in  foster  care  who  are 
waiting  to  find  permanent 
families.  Now  in  its  fifth  year. 
National  Adoption  Day  has 
celebrated  adoption  and  has 
made  the  dreams  of  thousands 
of  children  come  true  by  final¬ 
izing  their  adoptions. 

*  j  s  year's  National 
Adoption  Day  was  held  on 
Nov.  20,  when  courts,  judges, 
attorneys,  child  welfare  agen¬ 
cies  and  advocates  nationwide 
finalized  the  adoptions  of 
thousands  of  children  from  fos- 
ter  care  and  -celebrate  and 
honor  all  families  who  adopt. 
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